20th International Guitar Festival and Courses BRNO´11 - extremely successful
  A Friday very successful concert of the guitarist of the Peruvian origin - Jorge Caballero brought to an end a series of festival concerts of the International Guitar Festival and Courses Brno´11. After the final tones faded away the audience awarded the performer with a standing ovation and encouraged him to add more pieces.
Festival which had been marked in previous years by the international press (magazine Classical Guitar in the UK, Guitart in Italy and Soundboard in the USA) as the most important Czech guitar festival may be considered record braking in many various ways. All of the evening concerts were sold out and number of visitors at all the festival events (masterclasses, lectures, concerts and the competition) was higher than 4000. 
Also the number of people interested at taking master classes of worlds´ eminent pedagogues was enormous. Altogether the festival was attended by more than 180 enthusiastic guitarists, pedagogues, performers, composers and guitar competition GUITARTALENT participants from 16 different countries. 

The opening festival concert on August, 7th was dedicated to the flamenco music from Granada and that was fulfilled by the performance of guitarist Emilio Maya accompanied by a dancer Maria Angeles Gabaldón and the flamenco group. The flamenco group received standing ovations by public. On Monday, the concert of brilliant Roland Dyens took place. Roland Dyens is one of the most successful guitar composers of present days and is currently appointed as a Professor of Guitar at the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique de Paris, the most prestigious school of music. This concert accompanied by several bonuses also received a standing ovation from a thrilled audience. The programme of the following concert of Javier Moreno Garcia from Malaga, Spain was based o the traditional Spanish repertoire which is highly appreciated by the wide numbers of listeners. The following concerts were also very succeful. On Wednesday the Tetra Quartet, guitar quartet from the UK appeared on stage. Their performance was worth attending for it was full of musical colourfulness and dynamic shades. Duo Katona Twins from Hungary performed on Thursday and they totally got he audience by their spontaneity, great temperament and energy. 

Besides the concerts, there was also the International Guitar Competition GUITARTALENT´11 and lectures by German composer and pedagogue Maria Linnemann, and Turkish guitarist Colaghan Togulu about microtonal guitar pieces and interpretation taking place. 
GUITARTALENT´11 - International Guitar Competition is the only international guitar competition in Czech Republic held annually,  divided into 2 categories (for participants under 17 and under 23 years of age). The international jury consisting of premier artists and pedagogues judging the performances of competitors. The winner of the younger category was proclaimed Barbora Kubíková from the Czech Republic and first prize in 1st category was a classical guitar presented by the STRUNAL a.s. Company, Luby u Chebu, the Czech Republic,  the 2nd place was granted to Tuur Segers from Belgium and 3rd place was granted to Lucie Nesvadbová from the Czech Republic. The winner of the 1st prize in the second category was Ondřej Pavlíček, who among other prizes won the main  prize – Sakurai – Kohno  guitar made and kindly donated from the outstanding Japan guitar maker Masaki Sakurai. 2nd place was given to Wojciech Rysiecki and the 3rd was Alexandra Sapok, both from Poland. All of  prizes were kindly donated by companies D´Addario Music Foundation, Savarez , Efel guitar supports and IKA guitar cases, The festival was suported by City of Brno and South Moravian Region and by companies, they names are written on the “links” page .
The participants of the Festival daily attended master classes led eminent world artist and soloists listed above and they participated and played with guitar orchestra led by a conductor Vladimír Novotný from Prague. They had the opportunity to show their skills at the closing participants´concer on Friday afternoon. 

The realization of the festival could not be fulfilled without honourable help of the sponsors to whom we owe many thanks. The sponsors are the following Magistrate of city Brno, the Authority of the South Moravian Region, Mr. Masaki Sakurai, The D´Addario Music Foundation, STRUNAL a.s. IKA guitar cases and other sponsors, whose names were published at the posters and press materials of the festival. 

You may read more about the festival in review in February 2012 issue of The CLASSICAL GUITAR MAGAZINE, UK.
